
YEAR 9 OPTIONS 2026

Excellence and ambition from all, for all



Compulsory Subjects

All pupils must study and complete terminal exams in the three CORE subjects of 
English, Mathematics and Science. The pathway is as follows:

• GCSE English Language (1 entry level)

• GCSE English Literature (1 entry level)

• GCSE Mathematics (Foundation or Higher)

• GCSE Science (Foundation or Higher)



Pupils must also take at least ONE of the following

All pupils must also take at least ONE of the following subjects. 

Pupils may take more than one if they wish. 

• GCSE French *

• GCSE Geography *

• GCSE History *



Subjects available 2026 - 2028

Drama

Food Preparation and Nutrition  

Music

Physical Education

Religious Studies

Creative iMedia (Vocational)

Health and Social Care (Vocational)

Sport Studies (Vocational)

All subjects are GCSE or Vocational which are equivalent to GCSE

History *

French * 

Geography *

Art 

Business

Design Technology 

(Timbers or Textiles or Polymers)



Vocational qualification  - what does this mean?

• Vocational qualifications are designed to be more practical and develop knowledge 
related to certain jobs or employment areas.

• Pupils will learn through theory work, completing a terminal exam (40%)

• Pupils will relate this theory to practical examples through coursework (controlled 
assessment) (60%)

• Vocational subjects we offer include:

✓Creative iMedia 

✓Health and Social Care

✓Sport Studies 

• Pupils can only study ONE vocational course.



Advice when choosing options

• Pupils can only choose three subjects (one from each block).

If your child is struggling to pick their favourite subjects, try a different way.

• Use a process of elimination.

• Make a list of the reasons why they want to pick a subject.

• Pick the subjects they enjoy most.

Remember:

All GCSE subjects are hard – there is no easy option.

All require effort, enthusiasm, hard work, revision and testing under exam conditions.



Please remember:

• All our option choices enable further study at college, and pathways into 
apprenticeships.

• Even if your child does not know what career path they want to take, their option 
choices will not stop them in the future.

• Only the quality of final grades will have an impact on their next journey.



Pupil information and guidance  

• Subject information from class teachers

• Form Tutor Options information sessions and continuous support 

• Unifrog – digital online careers and options information and guidance

• Apprenticeship assemblies and workshops 

• Careers Day – STEM activities 

• Future U – Introduction to University 

• Independent Careers advisor 

• Colleges and Training providers - available tonight 



Summary of the Careers Information, Advice and 
Guidance in Years 9, 10 & 11.

Please take a leaflet 



Options information on the School website 
Parents/GCSE Options 2026



Subject 
information 
available on 
the website

Option choices 
form link also 
available 



Choice form link will be sent via Synergy and 
available on the website from 12th March



Select one choice from each block A, B & C
A CB



Please note - pupils 
cannot choose 

subjects from this 
list if already 

selected in A, B, C 
block choices.

Select two reserve 
choices 



Optional comments

• Submit by 10am Thursday 19th March



In summary
Select FIVE subjects

1. One subject from Block A

2. One subject from Block B

3. One subject from Block C

4. One reserve first choice

5. One reserve second choice

6. Add options additional comments if required

Submit by 10am Thursday 19th March



What next?

Thursday 12th March @ 10am - Options choice form goes live (sent via 
Synergy and on the website)

Thursday 19th March @ 10am - Options choice deadline

Summer term –  choices confirmed to parents and pupils 



Any questions? 

• Mrs Green - Headteacher

• Mrs Flynn – Acting Deputy Headteacher 

• Miss Mason – Assistant Headteacher

• Mrs Place - Assistant Headteacher 

• Mr Wright - Assistant Headteacher 

• Mr Elder – SENCO

• Mr Cross– Pastoral Leader Year 9

Any specific subject questions please ask subject teachers
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