
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

   

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Intelligence analysts work a typical 

37-hour week although you may be 

expected to work extra hours at 

times of pressure or during crises. 

Part-time working, job sharing and 

flexible working are all possible. 

INTELLIGENCE ANALYST help keep the country secure by assessing and 
interpreting intelligence data. Your role as an intelligence analyst is to 
protect UK national security and economic wellbeing, as well as to 
detect and prevent serious organised crime, such as terrorist attacks, 
cybercrime and drug trafficking. You'll be involved in the acquisition, 
evaluation, analysis and assessment of secret intelligence. 

Intelligence analysts, also known as officers, work primarily for the UK's 
three intelligence and security agencies (GCHQ, MI5 and MI6) and also 
the armed forces and the police. 

As an intelligence analyst, you will need to: 

 Build up intelligence pictures, identifying potential agents and 
targets. This is done through a range of sources, including signals 
intelligence (sigint) and human intelligence (humint) 

 Collate and validate intelligence, evaluating the reliability of sources 
and credibility of information 

 Use various analytical techniques to assess and interpret 
intelligence data 

 Liaise and collaborate with colleagues (such as cryptanalysts, 
mathematicians and linguists) to gather further information, which 
may help to piece together the whole picture. This process can take 
weeks, months or years. 

 Develop relationships with customers to understand their 
intelligence requirements 

 Deliver information in formal reports or as presentations and desk-
level briefings to customers in government, who include the 
ministry of defence (mod), the foreign, commonwealth & 
development office (fcdo), the home office, the national crime 
agency (nca) and hm revenue & customs (hmrc) among others 

 Develop expertise in a specific area 

 Observe strict non-disclosure rules about your work, the extent of 
which will vary depending on your employer. 

UK intelligence agencies seek to 

recruit analysts from many different 

educational and ethnic backgrounds 

in order to tackle the diverse range of 

threats from within and outside the 

UK. 

This area of work is open to 

graduates of any degree discipline. 

Degree classification requirements 

vary between the agencies. 

If you have language, IT or technology 

skills, you may be at an advantage, 

but all three agencies recruit linguistic 

and technology specialists separately. 

You must be a British citizen and at 

least one parent must also be a 

British citizen, or be able to 

demonstrate considerable ties. 

Further nationality rules apply. 

For more information speak to a 

Career Adviser or your local colleges. 

 

Career Path & Progression – Your first posting as an intelligence analyst is likely to be for a period of between 18 months 

and three years, and you can expect plenty of responsibility from an early stage. The agencies aim to identify people to work 

in specific areas from the skills, abilities and competencies identified during the recruitment process. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aP-hRm6MVq  

Metallurgist job profile | Prospects.ac.uk  

The main employers of intelligence analysts in the UK are the three intelligence and security agencies:  

 Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ) https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/  

 Security Service (MI5) Centre for the Protection of National Infrastructure | CPNI 

 Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) Home - National Crime Agency 

Starting salaries for the three agencies - 

GCHQ, MI5 and MI6 - are in the region of 

£25,000 to £35,000, plus benefits.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aP-hRm6MVq
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/metallurgist
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/
https://www.cpni.gov.uk/
https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/

