
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

   

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Working environment 

 You may need to wear a uniform. 

 You could work in an NHS or private 

hospital. 

 Your working environment may be 

physically and emotionally 

demanding. 

Working Hours 

 41 to 43 a week 

 You could work: evenings / 

weekends / bank holidays; on a rota 

 

You can get into this job through: 

 A university course 

 University 

To become an anaesthetist you'll need 

to complete: 

 A 5-year degree in medicine, 

recognised by the General Medical 

Council 

 A 2-year foundation programme of 

general training 

 Up to 8 years of specialist training 

You may be able to join a 6-year degree 

course in medicine if you have no A 

levels or equivalent qualifications in 

science. This includes a one-year pre-

medical foundation year. 

If you already have an upper second 

class of first class science degree, you 

could take a 4-year graduate entry 

route into medicine. Some universities 

will also accept non-science graduates.  

 

For more information speak to a Career 

Adviser or your local colleges. 

 

Career Path & Progression – As a consultant anaesthetist in the NHS, 

you may also find opportunities to work in the private sector. With 

experience you might lead or manage departments. With experience 

and entry on the General Medical Council (GMC) Specialist Register, 

you could apply for senior (or consultant) roles. You could also teach 

medical students, postgraduate doctors in training, nurses, midwives 

and paramedics. 

JOB OF THE WEEK - EPISODE #26 - ANAESTHETIST - YouTube 

Careerpilot: Job sectors: Medical: Job profiles: Anaesthetist 

ANNUAL SALARY 

£24,907 to £73,664 
As an anaesthetist, you'll assess patients' health and discuss which type of 
anaesthetic is suitable for them (general, local or regional), administer 
appropriate anaesthetics before surgery, monitor their wellbeing during 
surgery and provide care after medical procedures. You'll also deal with 
emergencies in theatre. You may: 

 Prepare patients for anaesthesia by explaining any risks or side effects 

 Give anaesthetics to patients 

 Observe and monitor patients during surgery 

 Resuscitate and stabilise patients in the emergency department 

 Relieve pain during childbirth 

 Ease pain after an operation 

 Manage acute and chronic pain 

 Help patients receiving treatments like electric shock therapy 

 Complete administration tasks and deal with patients on wards or in 

Patients can range from babies to the elderly and may include pregnant 
women (during childbirth), those undergoing operations and those with 
chronic pain. 

You'll spend the majority of your time in the operating theatre, although you 
may also work in other areas of the hospital, including wards. You can also lead 
intensive care units. 

You will need: 

 Knowledge of medicine 

 Thinking and reasoning skills 

 To be thorough and pay attention to detail 

 Excellent verbal communication skills 

 Knowledge of biology 

 The ability to use your judgement and make decisions 

 The ability to accept criticism and work well under pressure 

 The ability to work well with your hands 

 The ability to think clearly using logic and reasoning 

 To be able to use a computer and the main software packages 
competently 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HR3O91Y03Sc
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/medical/job-profile/anaesthetist

