
      

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Working Environment and Hours  

You'll usually work regular hours from 9am 

to 5pm but may need to work flexibly if 

you're carrying out experiments. In some 

roles, you may have to cover some 

weekend or evening shifts depending on 

the priority of the work. 

Toxicologists investigate any potential adverse impact that 
materials, chemicals, potential new medicines, natural substances 
and radiation might have on human and animal health and the 
environment. 

Your day-to-day tasks will include:  

 Isolate, identify and measure substances or radiation and any harmful 
effect they have on humans, animals, plants or ecosystems 

 Plan and carry out a range of carefully controlled studies of specific 
chemicals to evaluate whether and how they can be used safely 

 Help to establish regulations on the use of substances in order to 
protect public health and the environment 

 Advise on the safe handling of toxic substances and radiation in 
production or in the event of an accident 

 Analyse and evaluate statistical data and research scientific literature 
 Write reports and scientific papers, present findings and, in the case 

of forensic work, give evidence in court 
 Specifically within the NHS, laboratory analysis, diagnose poisoning, 

including harmful chemicals, biological agents and drug overdose, and 
advise on the treatment of affected patients 

 Liaise with regulatory authorities to make sure you're complying with 
local, national and international regulations and guidelines. 

Skills required: 
 An organised and methodical approach to work, paying attention to 

detail 
 Analytical, critical thinking and problem-solving skills 
 Written and oral communication skills, for presenting data and 

communicating results to both scientific staff and non-scientists 
 Good team working skills to work collaboratively in multidisciplinary 

teams 
 The ability to work on your own and manage your time effectively 
 A flexible approach to work and the ability to embrace change 
 The ability to multitask and work to tight deadlines 
 The ability to collect and analyse large amounts of experimental data 
 A high degree of self-motivation and a proactive approach to work. 

You can get into this job through: 

 A university course 

 A college course 

 An apprenticeship 

 Working towards this role 

College 

You could do a course before applying to a zoo 

for a trainee zookeeper's job. Relevant courses 

include: 

 Level 3 Extended Diploma in Animal 

Management 

 Level 3 Diploma in Animal Care or Animal 

Science 

 Biology A level 

Entry requirements:- 

5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or 

equivalent, including English, maths and 

science. 

Apprenticeship 

You could start by doing an intermediate or 

advanced apprenticeship in animal care or 

animal care and welfare. This may help you to 

get a job as a trainee keeper with a zoo. You 

could also do a keeper or aquarist advanced 

apprenticeship, depending on where you work. 

You may be able to specialise in training zoo 

animals by completing an animal trainer higher 

apprenticeship.  

Entry requirements:- 

Some GCSEs, usually including English and 

maths, or equivalent, for an intermediate 

apprenticeship 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to 

C), or equivalent, including English and maths, 

for an advanced apprenticeship 

 

Career Path & Progression – With experience, you can earn in the region of 

£30,000 to £60,000. Salaries for highly experienced toxicologists can rise to 

in excess of £75,000. 

Work Experience –  
Employers always value relevant work experience and some degrees 
provide related placements as part of the course. These, along with part-
time work in a research laboratory or organisation, can help you develop 

practical skills and build up useful contacts.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nebp4-SzyrY  

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/toxicologist  

Starting Salary will 
range from around £20,000 to 

£30,000. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nebp4-SzyrY
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/toxicologist

