
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You can expect a varied and busy career as 

an urban designer which is reflected in the 

working hours and environment. While 

some of your time will be office based and 

Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, there will 

also be plenty of on-site visits to check on 

the progress of your work and help deal 

with any challenges that arise.  

Urban designers create practical and visually pleasing places, 
including buildings, open spaces, and landscapes. 

Types of urban design work. You would usually specialise in one area, such as: 

 urban environments in towns and cities 

 rural environments in villages 

 spatial areas, in parks, open landscapes 

 generalist work which includes projects that range across all of the above 

As an urban designer, you will need to: 

• Survey land and buildings, analyse their current use and make recommendations for 
their future development 
• Work under your own initiative and direction, as part of a large and multiskilled team, 
including architects, local government, building contractors, material suppliers and local 
communities 
• Be creative and innovative in your ability to picture buildings and landscapes in your 
mind before creating them on paper 
• Apply your vision to designing a variety of built spaces, either creating brand new 
designs or revising and improving existing ones - these could range from small individual 
streets, parks and squares to major towns, housing areas and cities 
• Work on projects as diverse as airports or hospitals 
• Create detailed drawings using your artistic or graphic skills, converting your vision into 
a technical drawing, using specific programmes and software such as computer-aided 
design (CAD) 
• Develop excellent relationships with people - both colleagues and wider groups such as 
planners, architects, politicians and local communities 
• Understand the needs of people who will be using the space you design; through 
research and analysis you will consider political, environmental, social, economic, spatial, 
psychological and physical factors 
• Use your communication skills, empathy and knowledge to negotiate with and influence 
people to make better informed decisions about successfully planned spaces 
• Educate communities involved with the planning of their local region or neighbourhood 
• Work with the wider planning team to ensure policies and guidance are followed. 

As an urban designer, you will have 

completed an undergraduate degree in a 

related subject or a foundation degree 

that enables you to progress with further 

undergraduate study. 

Suitable subjects include: 

 Architecture 

 Built environment 

 Civil engineering 

 Construction management 

 Economics 

 Geography 

 Graphic design 

 Human geography 

 Urban design 

 Urban planning. 

Unlike other sectors, such as 

architecture, urban design is not an 

accredited profession and there is no 

professional body governing the content 

of higher education courses in the field. 

You may therefore find that course 

content varies from one university to 

another. Many employers look for a 

Masters level qualification in a relevant 

subject, plus additional work experience. 

So, if you have for example studied 

architecture as an undergraduate, you 

could also consider completing a Masters 

qualification in urban design. 

 

Career Path & Progression – As your urban design career grows, there are plenty 

of opportunities for professional development. Since there is currently no 

governing professional body, you'll need to explore training and development 

options based on your own interests and skills. This can be done in partnership 

with your employer. 

Working Environment – Some of your 

time will be office based but plenty of on-site 

visits will be needed to check progress of your 

work. 

Work Experience - Urban design is a highly practical and skilled profession, so 
previous work experience either in a voluntary capacity or as part of a 
programme of study is essential. Many courses offer the opportunity to engage 
with relevant placements or internships, but the focus will be on you to source 
and secure these. 

JOB OF THE WEEK - EPISODE #20 - URBAN DESIGNER - YouTube 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/urban-designer  

 

Starting salaries for junior urban designers 
are between £22,000 - £25,000. 

Experienced urban designers can earn 
between £29,000 - £40,000.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nB01lPIVjvk&t=2s
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/urban-designer

