
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

Got a job you would like to know more about…….. 

Let Miss Lovatt know. 
 

 

Starting salaries can vary 
significantly but can range from 

£14,000 - £70,000 per year.  
 

 

Marine biology is the study of organisms and ecosystems in the oceans 

and other saltwater environments. This includes marine plants, 

animals and other organisms, both vertebrate and invertebrate, in 

deep oceans, shallow seas and the laboratory. 

Day to day tasks may include:  

Your tasks will depend on your specialism and could include: 

 Improving productivity in livestock or crops 

 Cleaning polluted rivers 

 Protecting plants and animals 

 Developing new methods to diagnose, monitor and treat illness or 

disease 

 Preventing food contamination or creating ways to dispose of waste 

safely 

 Designing and carrying out experiments, making observations, writing 

reports and publishing scientific papers 

 Teaching students, if you’re based at a university or teaching hospital 

 Supervising support staff  

What skills are required? 

 Knowledge of biology 

 To be thorough and pay attention to detail 

 Math’s knowledge 

 Excellent written communication skills 

 Analytical thinking skills 

 Excellent verbal communication skills 

 The ability to work well with your hands 

 The ability to use your initiative 

 Knowledge of chemistry including the safe use and disposal of chemicals 

 To be able to use a computer and the main software packages 

competently 

You can get into this job through: 

 A university course 

 An apprenticeship 

 Working towards this role 

University – You will usually need a 

relevant degree and often a 

postgraduate master's qualification in 

a subject like: 

 Biology 

 Biological science 

 Ecology 

 Marine biology 

Employers may also want you to have 

experience in your area of interest and 

possibly be working towards a PhD. 

Entry requirements – You will usually 

need: 

 4 or 5 GSCEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to 

C), or equivalent, including English, 

maths and science 

 2 or 3 A levels, or equivalent, 

including biology for a degree 

 A degree in a relevant subject for 

postgraduate study 

You could move into management, teaching, 

the media, administration and scientific 

journalism. 

Working Environment –You could work in 

a laboratory, at a research facility or at a 

university. You may need to wear 

protective clothing 

Volunteering and work experience 
Competition for full-time jobs is strong. Volunteering is a useful way 
to get experience and shows employers that you are enthusiastic. 
  

JOB OF THE WEEK - EPISODE #13 - MARINE BIOLOGIST - YouTube 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=am-StbO53ek

