
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Kennel Worker https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=um9cIdygm9Q  

 

Got a job you would like to know more about…….. 

Let Miss Lovatt know. 
 

 

You could work: evenings / 

weekends / bank holidays; flexibly 

Starting salaries can vary 
significantly but can range from 

£12,000 - £17,000 per year.  
 

Managers can earn more.  
 

 

Kennel workers care for dogs and cats in kennels or catteries. Kennel workers 

work to support the wellbeing of dogs/cats. The job could involve feeding, 

cleaning the enclosures, keeping the animals clean and well-groomed and 

exercising the animals. 

Day to day tasks may include:  

 Preparing food and feeding the animals 

 Keeping animals clean and grooming them 

 Exercising dogs in a yard or taking them for walks 

 Cleaning out kennels and cages 

 Maintaining cages, runs and grounds 

 Looking after animals which are elderly, ill or distressed 

 Answering telephone calls and greeting visitors to the premises 

What skills are required? 

 To be thorough and pay attention to detail 

 The ability to use your initiative 

 To be flexible and open to change 

 Patience and the ability to remain calm in stressful situations 

 The ability to work well with others 

 The ability to accept criticism and work well under pressure 

 Customer service skills 

 Excellent verbal communication skills 

 Thinking and reasoning skills 

 To be able to carry out basic tasks on a computer or hand-held device 

You can get into this job through: 

 A college course 

 An apprenticeship 

 Volunteering 

 Applying directly 

You could take a college course, for 

example: 

Level 1 Certificate in Introduction to 

Animal Care or Level 2 Diploma in 

Animal Management 

Entry requirements 

You will usually need: 

2 or fewer GCSEs at grades 3 to 1 (D 

to G), or equivalent, for a level 1 

course 

2 or more GCSEs at grades 9 to 3 (A* 

to D), or equivalent, for a level 2  

Apprenticeship 

You can do an intermediate 

apprenticeship as an animal care and 

welfare assistant or an advanced 

apprenticeship in animal care. 

 

With experience, you could become a supervisor or manager, or set up 

your own kennels or cattery. You could move into other kinds of work 

with animals, like dog trainer, RSPCA inspector or veterinary nurse. 

Working Environment – You may need 

to wear protective clothing. You could 

work in kennels or at an animal welfare 

centre. Your working environment may 

be outdoors in all weathers. 

Volunteering and work experience 
 
Competition for full-time jobs is strong. Volunteering is a useful way to get 
experience and shows employers that you are enthusiastic and interested 
in working with animals. 
 
You can find out about opportunities for volunteering in your area from: 
Blue Cross - RSPCA - PDSA - Dogs Trust - Cats Protection. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=um9cIdygm9Q

